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Celebrating 125 Years Sign the Guest Book in the
of Willow Lake! Celebration Headguarters

Willow Lake is celebrating 125 years! Please join the
community for the many festivities planned for Friday
through Sunday, July 4th through the 6th.

See page 2 of the newsletter for a detailed schedule of
events. This information is also posted on the ITC calen-
dar of events and on Willow Lake’s website,
www.willowlakesd.com.

Thanks to all who are sprucing up their property for the big
celebration which will draw so many to our community.
Willow Lake Area Advancement was pleased to be able to
help several businesses with cost-share funds to aid their
exterior improvements. Also, a big thanks to WLHS art
students Megan Nelson and Tonja Shudy who are painting
the mural on the side of the ‘My Place’ building, facing the
town square. The mural will resemble the ‘Welcome’ ban-

Be sure to stop by the celebration
headquarters, located in the Commu-
nity Center on Main Street, to sign the
celebration guest book so a record
can be kept of all Willow Lake’s visi-
tors from both near and far!

Free ice water will be served by Wil-
low Lake Area Advancement, along
with displays of information about the
community.

Free wireless Internet access will also
be available in the Community Center
throughout the celebration for those
who want to check their e-mail while
traveling. Thanks to ITC of Clear
Lake, our phone and Internet pro-

This local newsletter is published
monthly by Willow Lake Area
Advancement, the community im-
provement & economic development
group for southern Clark County.

Pick up your copy at one of
these area locations:

Dacotah Bank, Wheat Growers
McGillvrey Oil, W.L. Lounge
Vienna Post Office
Carpenter Café

The newsletter is also sent home
through the school with the
youngest in each family, and to the
WLHS Alumni e-mail list.

ners seen along Willow Lake’s Main Street.

See Your Neighhors in Action at the Melodrama
July 4th at 3:30pm - WL Auditorium

That dastardly villain Snydley Dredge is on the loose again - this time in
Willowedge! Snydley, played by Marvin Virchow, is out to steal a silver
mine from the unsuspecting Claudia Bell, played by Julie Virchow. But
to become engaged and seal the deal, he must give her a diamond....
only the ring belongs to his partner in crime Velvet Wood, played by
Tracy Bratland-Bruns. Will she loan it to him? Do you think that Velvet
Wood would? Toby, played by Chris Bochek, whose momma played
by Tammy Hanson warned him of the evils of the big wicked city,
comes to town and falls in love with Velvet. The ring is lost. Toby's Pa,
played by Dick Poppen, has his money stolen. Momma Bell, played by
Sandy Hovde, is concerned for her daughter's safety in the wicked city.
But the sheriff, played by Dusty Guerdet, is keeping his eye on all the
action.

The public is invited to find out how all turns out at the performance of
"The Dirty Dredge of Willowedge" or "Do You Think That Velvet Wood
Would?" on July 4 at 3:30 p.m. in the auditorium as part of the 125th
celebration. A free-will donation will be taken with proceeds going to
the WLAA Community Fund Challenge.

vider, for making this possible!

Come Sing in the Choir!

A community choir will be singing two songs for the church service
in the park on Sunday morning, July 6th. Anyone from or visiting the
area is welcome to participate. A final rehearsal will be held on
Sunday morning at 9:15 am prior to church.

! City-Wide Rummage Sales
August 8-9

Willow Lake Chamber of Commerce

Leave a message for Barb Bratland (625-5450)
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I to have your location added to the maps.

Italian Charms Sale
& Rummage Sale

Saturday, July 5th
8am to 8pm

at the house south of the Pirates’ Cove Drive-In

PROPERTY &
EMPLOYMENT LISTING

Willow Lake Grocery Store
Great business opportunity! Contact Phyllis Gustafson at
605-625-3616 for details.

YOld Post Officel Building

On the National Register of Historic Places. For sale or
lease, or finish to suit. Contact Kris Ferkin at 978-925-
9255 or ferk@unidial.com, or contact Kristin Vandersnick
of WL Area Advancement at 625-2534, mvkb@itctel.com.

Willow Lake Area Advancement maintains this free listing
of employment opportunities and property for sale or rent,
done as a community service. Please contact Julayne
Thoreson (625-5276) prior to the first of the month to have
your information added to the list. Thank you!

The Tri-City Connection is published the first week of each
month by volunteers from Willow Lake Area Advancement. In
addition to distributing copies around the area and sending them
home through the school, the newsletter can be sent out via e-
mail. If you would like to receive this each month in your inbox,
drop a note to Kristin at mvkb@itctel.com.




Celebrating 125 Years of Willow Lake!

- Please visit the Community Center on Main Street to sign the
guest book so a tally of all visitors can be made!

- Souvenirs and information about the area will be available
there throughout the weekend.

Schedule of Events

Friday, July 4
8 am Annual Spirit Lake Road Race (Dick Poppen 605-854-9286)

10 am Youth Rodeo at Edleman Ranch (Carolyn Edleman 605-625-
3900 or Steve Birkholtz 605-625-3437) -- Concessions available

10 am Motorcycle Poker Run (John Kannegieter 605-380-9936 or Eric
Kannegieter 605-354-8847) from the WL Lounge

1-5 pm Swimming pool open

2 pm Kids games and a bean bag tournament at city park

3 pm Museum open

3:30 pm Melodrama performance at the auditorium

5-7 pm Hog Roast Supper at city park (sponsored by Willow Lake
Lions Club and Willow Lake Community Daycare)

6:30 pm Roslyn Creamery Company Band music during supper
Dusk Fabulous fireworks display at the football field (sponsored by
the WL Volunteer Fire Dept.)

Note: Two large tents in the City Park will provide an enjoyable place
for everyone to visit with classmates, friends, and family.

Saturday, July 5

7:30-9:30 am Breakfast served at the Catholic Church Hall by the
St. James Altar Society

Tractor Caravan: Leaving Clark and Henry at 8 am (line up before
hand), arrive in time to be in the parade (Dan Nelson 605-532-3245
or Levi Flora 605-532-3131)

10 am All parade entries line up at the sale barn (Rick Hovde 605-
625-3296)

11am Parade

Following the Parade
Tractor / car / motorcycle show on Main Street (Rick Hovde 605-625-
3296 or Kim Warkenthien 605-625-3605)

* Museum will be open  * Swimming Pool Open

* Flea Market  * Food Vendors
(Vendors needed - contact Val Froke 605-625-2715 or Marjean Wal-
dow 605-625-3084)

11 am -2 pm Lunch options: Old Fashioned Hot dog & Lemonade at
the Senior Citizens Bldg and a awalking tacoé stand by the Christian
Youth Organization

2 pm Kiddie Tractor Pull on Main Street, Sanctioned (Trav Bratland
605-881-0553 or Del Bratland 605-881-7841)

3 pm Presentation by SD Humanities Council "Hugh Glass and the
Mountain Man" at the Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall

4 pm Tours of the Willow Lake School

6-8 pm Community Salad Supper at Grace Lutheran Church

6:30 pm Willow Lake School Alumni Banquet at Auditorium

9 pm Dance at the Auditorium with "Street Legal"

9 pm Outdoor dance with "Eclipse™

Sunday, July 6
9am - 1pm FFA Pancake Feed at School Ag Building

9:30am Community choir rehearsal prior to church

10 am Community church service at the city park

11am Mass at St. James Catholic Church

Noon 5 x 5 Softball Tournament (Matt Vandersnick 605-625-2534)
Swimming pool open in the afternoon

Community Foundation Reaches
More than Half of Goal

The community set a goal of raising $50,000 for a
community foundation to provide funds for immediate
and long-term improvement projects. Thanks to the
generosity of 10 individuals or families and 4 area
businesses, the effort has raised $26,770. Thank you!
Stop by the community center over the weekend to
learn more about the campaign and its purpose.

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH:
Willow Lake

Sportsman's Lounge

Byron & Angela Johnson own and operate
the Willow Lake Sportsman(s Lounge on Main
Street in Willow Lake. The couple purchased
the business from Aaron & Stephanie Wicks and
are moving here from the Belview, Minnesota
area. Byron is retired from the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice and previously farmed and milked cows.
They have two children, a son and daughter,
and two grandchildren.

The couple says they are happy to be a part of
the community, and they hope youlll stop by
over the celebration weekend for some of their
specials.

Friday through Sunday they will have a Beer
Garden in the back, with grilled burgers and
brats available. There will be no ordering off
the menu over the weekend, but a number of
specials will be offered inside:

THURSDAY: Shredded pork or beef sandwiches
FRIDAY: Walking tacos and Chili dogs
SATURDAY: Quesadilla club wraps and Cheesy
turkey sandwiches

Please stop by and welcome Byron & Angela to
the community!

W.L. Area Advancement is proud to feature area
businesses in this new monthly column. Remember -
doing business locally is a small choice you can make
that helps your community in a big way!

Bratland Bed & Breakfast

Warm, friendly small town hospitality!
Your hosts: Barb & Del Bratland

222 Logan Avenue - Willow Lake, SD
605-625-5450 / delbratland@itctel.com

Hunting Packages are Available

CONGRATULATIONS
to the city of Willow Laken
125 years as a community!

The perseverance of hardy pioneers made
this anniversary possible. That same pioneer
spirit continues on and makes Willow Lake
and its citizens what it is today. Have a great
celebrationeé treasure your past and plan for
the future.

Golden Living Center - Clark
201 NW 8th Clark, SD 57225 (605)532-3431




