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Celebrating 125 Years 

of Willow Lake! 
 
Itôs almost here - Willow Lakeôs celebration of 125 years!  
Please join the community for the many festivities planned 
for Friday through Sunday, July 4th through the 6th.   
 
See page 2 of the newsletter for a detailed schedule of 
events.  This information is also posted on the ITC calen-
dar of events and on Willow Lakeôs website, 
www.willowlakesd.com. 
 
Thanks to all who are sprucing up their property for the big 
celebration which will draw so many to our community.  
Willow Lake Area Advancement was pleased to be able to 
help several businesses with cost-share funds to aid their 
exterior improvements.  Also, a big thanks to WLHS art 
students Megan Nelson and Tonja Shudy who are painting 
the mural on the side of the óMy Placeô building, facing the 
town square.  The mural will resemble the óWelcomeô sign 
placed at the corner of Highways 25 & 28. 

 Local News 

This local newsletter is published 
monthly by Willow Lake Area  

Advancement, the community im-
provement & economic development 

group for southern Clark County. 
 

Free Copies 

Pick up your copy at one of  
these area locations: 

 

Dacotah Bank, Wheat Growers 
McGillvrey Oil, W.L. Lounge 

Vienna Post Office 
Carpenter Café 

 

The newsletter is also sent home 
through the school with the  

youngest in each family, and to the 
WLHS Alumni e-mail list. 

Are you interested in  
60s-Plus Dining? 

 

Come to the Willow Lake Community Center 
at 1:30pm on Thursday, June 5th to  

speak with state officials about bringing  
senior meals to Willow Lake. 

 

BINGO for all ages will be held after the 
meeting.  Free to play.  Prizes!  

BINGO also held at 1:30 on June 19th.  

New Owners for the W.L. Lounge 
 
The Willow Lake Lounge has been purchased by Byron & 
Angela Johnson of Glencoe, Minnesota.  The couple took 
ownership just before the first of the month.  More details 
will follow in next monthôs newsletter.  Please welcome the 
Johnsons to our community! 

5x5 Softball Season Begins June 5-6 
 

The Willow Lake co-ed slowpitch softball league will begin its season 
on June 5-6.  Nine teams will participate in the league this year, with 
games held on Thursday and Friday evenings through the summer.  
Early games begin at 7pm and late games begin at 9pm.  Everyone is 
invited down to take in the games and enjoy the nice ball park.  Thanks 
to Darline Kadinger for once again running the concession stand. 
 

A big thank you to the Park & Rec Committee for overseeing the up-
keep of and improvements to the ball park and the swimming pool.  
Committee members are Kristi Guerdet, Nicole Tonak, Curwin Bratland, 
Derick Larson, Matt Vandersnick, Jerry Schmidt, Chance Burke, and 
Mildred Saboe.  These volunteers have put in many hours ï thank you! 
 

Also, thanks to Tellinghuisen Construction, Hohm Construction, and 
Efraimson Electric for their help in getting the park ready.   

Veterans Memorial to be 

Dedicated on June 7 
 
The new war memorial has been 
completed at Willow Lakeôs city park,  
honoring the contributions of all  
veterans, past, present, and future. 
 
The public is invited to attend a dedi-
cation ceremony at 2:00 on Saturday, 
June 7.  A nice program is planned, 
with music, veteran remarks, raising 
of the flags honoring all branches of 
the military, and a dedication of the 
monument.  The names of all Clark 
County veterans whoôve been killed in 
action are included on one side of the 
monument. 
 
Thanks to Arlo Saboe and the com-
mittee members who have worked so 
hard on this! 

Community Choir Singers Needed for the Fourth 
 

The area community choir has been invited to sing at the community 
church service to be held on Sunday morning, July 6.  Paul Ehrke,  
director of the music program at the Willow Lake School, will again lead 
the group.   
 

Two practices will be held in June - look for more information in your 
church bulletin on this coming soon.  The group aims to have a final 
rehearsal either on Friday or Saturday over the celebration weekend so 
that out-of-town singers can also join if they wish. 

Concrete Work Nearing Completion at School 
 
The Willow Lake School is in the process of having new concrete 
work completed.  New sidewalks are being poured in front of the 
school and auditorium, and new concrete is also being put down 
in front of the Wellness Center.  The Wellness Center also has 
new siding.  Thanks to the school leadership for moving forward 
with these improvements! 

Multi -Family Rummage Sale 
June 6-7 

 

Friday: Noon to 8pm 
Saturday: 7am to Noon 

 

Loris Kannegieter, Jody Symens, Cindy Maffei, Shirley Siebrands 
 

Maps to the individual locations are available at  
Mane Attraction and at Dacotah Bank 

PROPERTY & EMPLOYMENT  
LISTINGS  WANTED  

 

Beginning with the July issue, W.L. Area Advancement 
will be creating a free listing of available property 

and employment opportunities in the area. 
 

To include property for sale or rent or your businessô job 
openings, contact Kristin (mvkb@itctel.com, 625-2534). 



Celebrating 125 Years of Willow Lake! 
 

Schedule of Events 

Friday, July 4 
8 am  Annual Spirit Lake Road Race  (Dick Poppen 605-854-9286) 
10 am  Youth Rodeo at Edleman Ranch (Carolyn Edleman 605-625-
3900 or Steve Birkholtz 605-625-3437) 
10 am Motorcycle Poker Run (John Kannegieter 605-380-9936 or Eric 
Kannegieter 605-354-4437) 
1-5 pm  Swimming pool open 
2 pm   Kids games and a bean bag tournament at city park 
3 pm   Museum open 
4 pm   Melodrama performance 
5-7 pm  Supper at city park (sponsored by Willow Lake Lions Club and 
Willow Lake Community Daycare) 
6:30 pm  Roslyn Creamery Company Band music during supper  
Dusk    Fabulous fireworks display at the football field (sponsored by 
the WL Volunteer Fire Dept.) 
Note:  Two large tents in the City Park will provide an enjoyable place 
for everyone to visit with classmates, friends, and family. 
 
 

Saturday, July 5 
7:30-9:30 am  Breakfast served at the Catholic Church Hall by the  
St. James Altar Society 
Tractor Caravan:  Leaving Clark and Henry at 8 am (line up before 
hand), arrive in time to be in the parade (Dan Nelson 605-532-3245 
or Levi Flora 605-532-3131) 
10 am  All parade entries line up at the sale barn (Rick Hovde  605-
625-3296) 
11 am   Parade 
 
Following the Parade 
Tractor / car / motorcycle show on Main Street (Rick Hovde 605-625-
3296 or Kim Warkenthien 605-625-3605) 
          *   Museum will be open      *   Swimming Pool Open 
          *   Flea Market       *   Food Vendors 
(Vendors still needed - contact Val Froke 605-625-2715 or Marjean 
Waldow 605-625-3084) 
 
11 am -2 pm   Lunch options: Old Fashioned Hot dog & Lemonade at 
ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ .ƭŘƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ άǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘŀŎƻέ ǎǘŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
Youth Organization 
 
2 pm   Kiddie Tractor Pull on Main Street, Sanctioned (Trav Bratland 
605-881-0553 or Del Bratland 605-881-7841) 
3 pm  Presentation by SD Humanities Council "Hugh Glass and the 
Mountain Man" at the Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall 
4 pm   Tours of the Willow Lake School 
6-8 pm  Community Salad Supper at Grace Lutheran Church 
6:30 pm  Willow Lake School Alumni Banquet at Auditorium 
9 pm   Dance at the Auditorium with "Street Legal" 
9 pm   Outdoor dance with "Eclipse" 
 
 

Sunday, July 6 
9am - 1pm  FFA Pancake Feed at School Ag Building 
10 am  Community church service at the city park 
11 am   Mass at St. James Catholic Church 
Noon  5 x 5 Softball Tournament (Matt Vandersnick  605-625-2534) 
Swimming pool open in the afternoon 
 
 
Note:  Volunteers will be needed to help with many of these events.   
If you are interested in helping with an event, contact the person 
listed with it in the schedule.  More details will be included next 
month on specific volunteer opportunities.  Thanks! 
 

 

Swimming Pool to Open Soon 
 

The Willow Lake swimming pool will be opening soon, 
date depending on the weather and on final prepara-
tions.  Once open, the seasonôs hours will be: 
 

Monday - Friday:   1:00 to 5:00, 6:30 to 8:30pm 
Saturday - Sunday:  1:00 to 7:00 

 
Swimming lessons will be offered in sessions running 
from June 22 to July 2, and from July 7 to July 15.  
Sign up your kids for lessons at the pool. 

National Nursing Assistant Week  
June 12-19 

Give a "thank you" to the care givers you know.  
Compassion and commitment are vital to these 
hard working individuals.  Take a moment and 
seek out a Nursing Assistant you know and give 
them a much deserved pat on the back. 
 

Caring Hands-Helping Hands 
 

Golden Living Center - Clark  
201 NW 8th Clark, SD  57225   (605)532-3431 

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH: 

 Willow Lake Locker 
 

Ron & Sandy Giles own and operate the Willow 
Lake Locker, located at the south end of Main 
Street.  They opened the business in July of 
1996 after moving here from Salt Lake City. 
They are both originally from Lincoln County, 
Minnesota.  The couple has four children, two 
away at college and two at home. 
 

They provide custom butchering services and 
carry a full selection of retail meats.  Also, check 
out their meat bundles in which you can select 
the cuts you like best.  They can also special cut 
your steaks, for example, to the thickness you 
prefer. 
 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ [ƻŎƪŜǊ 
has also begun offering a few grocery items 
such as milk, eggs, bread, and buns. 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ƻǊ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ōŜŜŦΣ 
give them a call and they can contact or help 
you make contact with a local producer. 
 

¢ƘŜ DƛƭŜǎΩ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
patronage, and they note that they appreciate 
when people check with them first before shop-
ǇƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΦ  Lƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴƻǘŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƭŜǎǎ ŜȄǇŜƴπ
sive on everyday items like 85% lean ham-
burger.  They appreciate the chance to help get 
you the products that you need! 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
W.L. Area Advancement is proud to feature area  
businesses in this new monthly column.  Remember - 
doing business locally is a small choice you can make 
that helps your community in a big way! 

Bratland Bed & Breakfast 

Warm, friendly small town hospitality! 

 

Your hosts: Barb & Del Bratland  
 

222 Logan Avenue - Willow Lake, SD  

605-625-5450 / delbratland@itctel.com  
 

Hunting Packages are Available  


